3rd Sunday of Advent A
Saturday.

Sacred Heart 5pm
Jimmy Rafferty.

Sunday 11" December
St.Richard’s Church 9-30am.

Hilda Grundy 100 Birthday.
Sunday @ 11-00am.
Sacred Heart Church.
Margaret & Thomas Morris.

Mon.12" Dec. S H .10am
Eucharistic Service.
Tue 13""Dec. St.R’s.10-30am
Derek Nixon.
Wed 14" Dec. SH.12noon
John Thompson.

Thur 15" Dec.St.R’s.10-30am

Gail Kelly.

Fri. 16" Dec. SH .10am
Eucharistic Service.
Next weekend.
Sat 17" December. SH 5pm.
Brian Delaney.

Fourth Sunday of Advent A.
18" December.

St. Richard’s Church.9-30am
Peter Yates, Annie & Bob Prior.
Sunday @11-00am.
Sacred Heart Church.
Dorothy Hickman.

St. John Rigby Parish NEWSLETTER.

Incorporating the Former Parishes of Sacred Heart,
Hindley Green, St. Richard’s, Atherton & Sacred
Heart, Hindsford.

Priest: Fr. Paul Seddon. (Tel: 883395)
Deacon: Ken Holding (Tel: 255834)

Pray for our sick Lately Dead Anniversaries
Joan Baines. Patricia Ann Hardman. Teresa Rawsthorn.
Eileen McAlister. Evelyn Griffin. Thomas Cunliffe.

(d AAVE A

Joyce Gorton. Anthony Wood. Bill Smith.

Nora Smith. Sheila Nyland. Robert Coote.
Jed Bamber. Norah Hampson. Alice Rosbotham.
Cheryl Morris.

Pat Woodward.

Shelia Ratcliffe.
Maureen Blears.
Jean Culkin.
Phyllis Smith.
Harry Doyle.
Janina Herko.
Peter Weatherhead.
Neil Gunson.

Jean Rafferty.
Teresa Gallagher.
Dennis Green.
Jimmy Allen.

Elaine Owen.

Frank Vose.

Sheila Holden.
Teresa Ward.
Christopher Holding.
Doreen Hayes.
Dominic Kearns.

(Organist)

Sacred Heart Hindley Green
The senior parishioners are
invited to the parish centre
Monday 19" December from
7-45pm. Tickets £1.
Pick up a form at the back
of Church.

READINGS FOR THE WEEKEND.
First Reading- Isaiah 35:1-6,10
God is the hope of his people who are crushed with misfortune.
Second Reading James 5:7-10
St. James urges us to be patient with one another and to be patient
regarding the Lord’s coming.
Gospel Reading — Matthew 11:2-11
We see Jesus at work and hear his words of praise for his
imprisoned cousin, John.

Parish Centre open for
functions.

Slimming World Tuesday
4-30pm & 7-30pm.
Friendship Club Wednesday
1pm to 4pm.

Craft every other Thursday
i1pm to 4pm.

Fr. Strowbridge is living in Ash tree House Boarsdane Ave.
He would welcome visitors but not at meal times as he likes his
food.

If anyone would like to add any items for the Newsletter each week then
please let Deacon Ken or Fr. Paul know by Wednesday evening at the latest.
Deacon Ken - ka.holdingl @gmail.com

Fr. Paul - stjohnrigby@rcaol.org.uk




GOSPEL REFLECTION.

Isaiah uses the image of the desert, made fertile by rain, to portray the confident hope that God
would restore his people, who have been crushed by such misfortune. All their misfortunes will be
relieved when God sends salvation to his people. In the Second Reading, St. James talks about the
Second Coming and shares his hope that people will be patient, just as farmers have to be patient in
waiting for the harvest. According to James, if the people remain faithful and hopeful, then peace
and salvation shall reign for them.

John the Baptist’s image of the Messiah was that of a stern judge who would execute his fiery
Jjudgment. But Jesus did not fit this image. Hence, John seems to doubt that Jesus could be the
Messiah at first. However, Jesus dispels John’s doubts by showing that he was doing precisely the
kind of king that the Messiah was sent to do — heal the sick, raise the dead, help the poor and reveal
the Kingdom of God to all people. Like John the Baptist, amongst the doubts and fears we
sometimes have to face, let us open our hearts to the love and mercy of God, given to us through the
life of Jesus himself.

Sacramental Preparation 2023 at Sacred Heart Hindley Green.

This is a notice for parents of baptised Catholic children who are in Year Four or above if they wish
their child to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to receive First Holy Communion,
there will be an invitation to attend a preparation meeting in January2023. More details will follow
nearer the date.

Sacred Heart School Hindsford.

Sacred Heart School Hindsford are having a Carol Concert in St. Richard’s Church

2pm. Monday 12" December, all welcome.

Christmas Mass Times.

Christmas Eve Sacred Heart 5pm. St. Richard’s 7pm.

Christmas day St. Richard’s 9-30am. Sacred Heart 11am.

Au Revoir Father Patsy.

Father Patsy, Thank you for looking after us since September, we shall miss you and hope you will
keep in touch. Good Luck in your new temporary home in Bryn, I’m sure they will look after you.
We will come and call on you for a cuppa. May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

You can always contact us if you need anything, like decorating or moving things, we’ll be there.
DONATIONS TO UKRAINE.

To donate, text:

HELPUKRAINE to 70085 to donate £2.

HELPUKRAINE to 70450 to donate £3.

HELPUKRAINE to 70460 to donate £5.

HELPUKRAINE to 70470 to donate £10.

Texts will cost the donation amount plus one standard network rate message.

Advent Taize Service.

Sacred Heart Church Wednesday 14" December @ 7pm.

St. Richard’s Church Tuesday 20" December @ 7pm.

Warm and Cosy.

Our Parish centre at St. Richard’s Atherton will be open Thursdays after 10-30am. Mass.

There will be free tea, coffee and biscuits, access to TV and wifi and friendly company.
Walsingham Pilgrimage.

Parish of St. John Rigby Pilgrimage to Walsingham 14" -17" August 2023, a deposit of £20 is
required to secure a place. Please give your name and tel. no, with the deposit to Lauren, the
weekend 17/18 December.

Poinsettias

As usual, if you want to donate a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas, please bring
them to church in the next two weeks

Response to the Psalm....

“Come, Lord, and save us.”




